	Unit 3
Proportions, Percents, and Probability

	WHAT:   
· Understanding the difference between a ratio (a comparison of 2 quantities) and a rate (an average)
· Writing and solving proportions
· Solving percent problems, with a focus on real-world problems
· Finding percent increase or decrease and applying it to real situations
· An introduction to the concept of interest using the simple interest formula
· Find both the theoretical and experimental probability of an event. What’s the chance a given event happens?
· Finding the number of different combinations possible  using combinations (when the order does not matter) and permutations (when the order does matter)

	WHY:     This is the unit that is most applicable to everyday life. We have some discussions in class about interest, the economy, taxes, tips, and other applications of percents. We discuss the pros and cons of the gambling industry and its impact on the local economy. Students should master the concepts of solving proportions, problems with percents, and probability in this unit. Just as importantly though, students should grow in their understanding of real-life topics. They should gain a basic understanding of economic terms and develop some business sense. 

The unit concludes with a webquest project on making a monthly budget. Feel free to check it out and let me know if I should add any real-life expenditures.  Hopefully your child with come home and have lots of questions for you about your job and what your family spends its money on. In 8th grade, students should begin thinking about their future careers and the world that awaits them.

	When’s the Test???     TBA




