	Unit 8
Polynomials and Factoring

	WHAT:   
· Adding and Subtracting  Polynomials
· Multiplying Polynomials
· Multiplying Binomials: the FOIL method
· Factoring Polynomials
· Solving Quadratic Equations


	WHY:     This is probably the most important unit of the 2nd semester. It is the longest unit, but we don’t cover that much material. We go very slowly throughout this unit because the skills being taught will be necessary for what we do the rest of the year.

This is a big skill building unit. There is very little application in this chapter. Two main skills need to be mastered. First is how to multiply binomials (polynomials with 2 terms) together. You may recall this from when you took Algebra as F.O.I.L. (first, outside, inside, last). The opposite of multiplying is called factoring. For example, the factors of 15 are 5 and 3. Students are doing the same thing this chapter, but with polynomials.

Both of these skills are numbers games. Once students understand the process, their ability to “number crunch” stands-out. Speed is emphasized this unit. As this is a unit to build skills utilized in the future, students need to master concepts in this unit and do them quickly. If they factor or multiply slowly, problems we do in future units will take too long and become nearly impossible. I like to provide lots of practice for students in this unit. Hopefully exposure and repetition increases their speed.


	When’s the Test???     TBA




