Algebra Standards and Expectations
Mr. Bee, Blue Team, Room 123
Course of Study: the curriculum concentrates on learning using the following standards: operations with real numbers, solving linear equations and inequalities, simplifying Algebraic expressions, probability, graphing linear and quadratic equations, solving quadratic equations, and an introduction to trigonometry. The class will focus on problem solving and literacy in mathematics and technology as it applies to the Ohio 8th grade achievement test.

Expectations: students will complete all daily assignments, actively participate in class and group projects, be prepared for all tests at a mastery level, treat others with respect, maintain a positive attitude, and hold high expectations for themselves and others.
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Materials: everyday, students have to have the following items: covered text, 3-ring binder, notebook paper, #2 pencil, and scientific or graphing calculator.

Daily Assignments: students will normally receive at least one assignment each day. The majority of the time, students will have opportunity to complete the assignment in class. If the assignment is not completed in class, it then becomes homework. It is the responsibility of the student to accurately complete the assignment and include it in their notebook.
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Notebooks: each unit, students will keep all assignments in their notebook. At the end of each unit on test day, notebooks will be turned in and graded. 

5-point checks: these include mini-quizzes, homework quizzes, warm-up activities, exit tickets, and homework checks. Checks are designed to help students and myself check their daily progress through the chapter. Normally two of these are given each week.

Individual Assessments: these “practice tests” will be given midway thru and at the end of each unit. Students must pass these at an 80% rate or retake it until the 80% goal is met.

Tests: normally given once every 2-3 weeks. Most tests are worth 100 points, accounting for the majority of your grade. Tests will be designed similarly to standards-based Ohio achievement tests, thus including multiple-choice, short-response, and extended-response questions.
Projects: include some one-day or multiple day projects, and also individual and group projects. The length and complexity of the project determines the weight of the grade.

[image: ]Absent Students:  students are responsible for make-up work. Daily assignments and other information is updated at the beginning of each week at http://www.westlake.k12.oh.us/LbmsTeachers/blueTeam/index.htm. 
If home sick, permission will be granted for you and a classmate to organize a “teleconference” during a class lesson. You call your friend’s cell phone who can put you on speaker (or Skype) and you can get a live feed of the lesson. 

Website: http://www.westlake.k12.oh.us/LbmsTeachers/Bee/index.htm. The site includes worksheets you can download. It also will include links to tutorials, practice problems, and real-life examples. Encourage your parents to view it. There will be links for them too!

Online grades: Students and parents are encouraged to check their grades regularly. Please email me if there’s a mistake or clarification needed.

When is extra help available?: I & E unless we have an activity going on. I’ll also make my self available before school at 8:00 on Wednesdays and Fridays. If you have a study hall, that period could be used too. Please though, let me know a day ahead of time if you need extra help so my schedule isn’t full. I wouldn’t want to waste your time and you show up and I’m not available.

My philosophy: Algebra is better learned thru discovery. My job is to guide you thru the learning process. It might be easier for all of us if I just told students exactly what steps to do in each and every problem. Is real learning happening if a teacher does that? Memorizing steps isn’t how math, or life, works. Even though at times you may struggle, this process will grow your problem solving abilities not only in Algebra, but in all aspects of your thinking ability. Don’t get frustrated when I don’t give direct answers to questions or when I challenge you to “try to figure it out”. Embrace the process. By June, you’ll be amazed by how much you’ve grown. 

My goal as your teacher is to not only improve your mathematical ability, but also to prepare you for high school, make you a better problem solver, and develop the critical thinking skills necessary in and out of the classroom. I look forward to diligently working with you, sharing a few laughs, and getting to know you as an individual. Best of luck!                Sincerely, Mr. Bee
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