Lesson 12 Make-up Lab

IMPACT CRATERS

Research the sites provided on the internet to help answer the questions below.

Internet sites:

http://geology.com/meteor-impact-craters.shtml
http://www.solarviews.com/eng/tercrate.htm
http://liftoff.msfc.nasa.gov/Academy/SPACE/SolarSystem/Meteors/Craters.html
http://observe.arc.nasa.gov/nasa/exhibits/craters/impact_home.html
1. Can a crater’s appearance help you understand how the crater formed? Explain.

2. Where is the impacting object in the photos?

3. Define the following terms:

a. Breccia

b. Anorthosite

c. Basalt

4. How does the shape of the impacting object affect the shape of the crater?

5. How does the angle at which the impact object lands on the surface affect the shape of the crater?

6. How does the composition of the target surface affect the depth and diameter of the resulting crater?

