	Unit 2
Solving Equations

	WHAT:   
The most specific and focused unit students will do all year. Beginning with simple one-step equations, such as x + 5 = -8, students will build up to long, fairly complicated linear equations. Think you could solve this problem?
2x – (3x + 4) = 3(x + 5) – 10…email me if you’d like the solution!
The unit concludes with a beginning investigation into solving nonlinear equations using absolute value.

	WHY:     Solving equations is probably what most people think of when they think of Algebra. It’s a skill students will need to have mastered not only for this year, but throughout the rest of their “math careers”.
Solving equations is not only critical for upcoming math, but also for developing problem solving abilities. Students who are strong at number crunching now begin to develop step-by-step algorithms to solve problems. The solutions also provide evidence of how and why they came up with the answer. It’s the beginning of the process of justifying answers and being able to explain solutions.

	When’s the Test???     Sept. 28th




