	Unit 9
Rational Expressions

	WHAT:   
· Inverse Variation
· Finding Excluded Values of Rational Functions
· Graphing Rational Functions
· Operations with Rational Expressions – simplifying, adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing 
· Solving Rational Equations


	WHY:     Without a doubt, this is the most challenging unit of the year. Think back to when you took Physics in high school. Remember how difficult that course was? This unit focuses on the math behind much of what you learned in physics. For students who see themselves having a career in applied sciences, this is a great chapter.

After we study and learn about inverse variation (remember Hooke’s Law?), we discuss what a rational function is. A rational function is anything that can be written as a fraction. This is where students begin to struggle. The rest of the unit is spent doing operations with rational expressions, or just really complicated fractions. If students struggled in previous years with fractions, this unit becomes very challenging. Students also need to apply recent concepts like factoring. 

This is the typical chapter where people say math builds on itself. If your child struggled in previous chapters or has difficulties with fractions, I highly recommend getting them some extra help. It’s normally not what they’re learning in class that causes difficulties. It’s most likely an older concept that now needs to be applied to rational expressions that they’re struggling with.



	When’s the Test???     TBA




